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  Monographs

Adams, Henry, Thomas Hart Benton: Discoveries and Interpretations, 
Columbia, Missouri: University of Missouri Press, 2015

Baigell, Matthew, Thomas Hart Benton, New York: Harry N. Abrams 
Inc., 1975 
A panoramic study of Benton and his works written in 
collaboration with the artist. Includes 229 illustrations and 101 
plates in full color. 

Bailly, Austen Barron, “Painting the ‘American Historical Epic’: Thomas 
Hart Benton and Race, 1919–1936,” Ph.D. dissertation, 
University of California, Santa Barbara, 2009

Benton, Thomas Hart, Thomas H. Benton, New York: American Artists 
Group, Inc., 1945

Burns, Ken, dir., Thomas Hart Benton: A Film by Ken Burns, Alexandria, 
Virginia: PBS Home Video, aired November 1, 1989, 86 minutes

Burroughs, Polly, Thomas Hart Benton: A Portrait, Garden City, New 
York: Doubleday, 1981

Fath, Creekmore, ed., The Lithographs of Thomas Hart Benton, Austin, 
Texas: University of Texas Press, 1969 
A catalogue raisonné of 80 lithographs by Benton including a 
chronology and biographical information. A new, revised edition 
containing 93 lithographs was published in 1979. 

Foster, Kathleen A., Nanette Esseck Brewer, and Margaret 
Contompasis, Thomas Hart Benton and the Indiana Murals, 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Art Museum in 
association with Indiana University Press, 2000 
Examination of Benton’s Indiana murals including color plates, 
reproductions of preparatory materials, and a conservation 
history. 

Hurt, R. Douglas and Mary K. Dains, eds., Thomas Hart Benton: Artist, 
Writer and Intellectual, Columbia, Missouri: State Historical 
Society of Missouri, 1989

Marling, Karal Ann, Tom Benton and His Drawings, Columbia: University 
of Missouri Press, 1985

Mazow, Leo G., Thomas Hart Benton and the American Sound, 
University Park, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University 
Press, 2012 
An analysis of the effect of Benton’s own musical practices on 
his drawn and painted artworks.

Priddy, Bob, Only the Rivers are Peaceful: Thomas Hart Benton’s 
Missouri Mural, Independence, Missouri: Independence Press 
and Herald Publishing House, 1989 
An in-depth analysis of Benton’s mural for the Missouri capitol. 
Includes two appendices of incomplete manuscript material 
written by Benton. 

Wolff, Justin, Thomas Hart Benton: A Life, New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2012

Yeo, Wilma and Helen K. Cook, Maverick with a Paintbrush: Thomas Hart 
Benton, Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1977 
An illustrated biography of the artist. 

  Exhibition Catalogues

  Solo Exhibitions 

Thomas Hart Benton: A Giant in American Art, Tucson: University of 
Arizona, 1962

Adams, Henry and Andrew Thompson, Benton: On the Vineyard, New 
York: Owen Gallery, 2008 
Exhibition catalogue including two essays which contextualize 
Benton’s summers in Martha’s Vineyard and a checklist of 28 
works illustrated in color. 

Adams, Henry, Thomas Hart Benton: An Intimate View, Kansas City, 
Missouri: The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 1986 
Exhibition catalogue including an illustrated essay and a 
checklist of 41 works. 

Adams, Henry, Thomas Hart Benton: An American Original, New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1989

Exhibition catalogue for the 1989–90 exhibition Thomas Hart 
Benton: An American Original, which traveled to The Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City; The Detroit Institute of Arts, 
Michigan; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; and Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art. © T.H. and R.P. Benton Trusts / 
Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York
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Adams, Henry, Thomas Hart Benton: Drawing from Life, Seattle: Henry 
Art Gallery, University of Washington, 1990 
Catalogue of a traveling exhibition including six chapters which 
trace Benton’s trajectory from early drawings to travel and mural 
studies concluding with later works. 

Adams, Henry, Lasting Impressions: Drawings by Thomas Hart Benton, 
Kansas City, Missouri: Smith Kramer Fine Art Services, 1998

Adams, Henry, Thomas Hart Benton: Paintings and Works on Paper, 
New York: Hammer Galleries, 2004

Baigell, Matthew, Thomas Hart Benton: Synchromist Paintings 
1915–1920 From a Private Collection, New York: Salander-
O’Reilly Galleries Inc., 1981 
Exhibition catalogue including an illustrated checklist of 49 works.

Barron Bailly, Austen, ed., American Epics: Thomas Hart Benton and 
Hollywood, Salem, Massachusetts: Peabody Essex Museum  
and Munich, London, and New York: Delmonico Books and 
Prestel, 2015 
Exhibition catalogue with essays, a chronology, and a checklist 
of works. Over 230 illustrations in color. 

Berardi, Marianne, Thomas Hart Benton: Exhibition of Paintings, New 
York: Owen Gallery, 2000 
Exhibition catalogue with an essay about Benton’s modernism 
and mural practice as well as an illustrated checklist. 

Braun, Emily and Thomas Branchick, Thomas Hart Benton: The  
America Today Murals, Williamstown: Williams College, Museum 
of Art, 1985

Broun, Elizabeth, Douglas Hyland, and Marilyn Stokstad, Benton’s 
Bentons: Selections from the Thomas Hart Benton and Rita P. 
Benton Trusts, Lawrence, Kansas: Spencer Museum of Art, 1980 
Exhibition catalogue including three essays and a checklist of 75 
works.

Cate, Phillip Dennis, Thomas Hart Benton: A Retrospective of his Early 
Years, 1907–1929, New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers 
University Art Gallery, 1972

Chiappini, Rudy, Henry Adams, Erika Doss, and Robert Rosenblum, 
Thomas Hart Benton, Milan: Electa and the Museo d’Arte 
Moderna della Città di Lugano, 1992 
Exhibition catalogue including four essays, a biographical note, 
and an illustrated checklist of 70 works.

Craven, Thomas, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Works of Thomas Hart 
Benton, New York City: Associated American Artists, 1939 
A biography and explanation of Benton’s process accompanied 
by 42 plates in black and white published on the occasion of 
Thomas Hart Benton: Retrospective Exhibition, April 18–May 12, 
1939.

Craven, Thomas, Thomas Hart Benton, New Britain, Connecticut: The 
Art Museum of the New Britain Institute, 1954 
Exhibition catalogue including illustrated checklist of 25 works.

Curtis Warten, Mary, ed., Thomas Hart Benton: A Personal 
Commemorative, A Retrospective Exhibition of his Works 
1907–1972, Kansas City, Missouri: Burd + Fletcher, 1973 
Exhibition catalogue including an autobiographical chronology. 
Illustrated with a checklist. 

Dreishpoon, Douglas, Benton’s America: Works on Paper and Selected 
Paintings, New York: Hirschl & Adler Galleries Inc., 1991 
Exhibition catalogue including 46 works illustrated in color and 
a checklist of 92 works.

Foster, Kathleen A. and Nanette Esseck Brewer, Thomas Hart Benton 
and the Indiana Murals: The Making of a Masterpiece, 
Bloomington: Indiana University Art Museum, 1989

Graham Gallery, Thomas Hart Benton: Pen & Ink Drawings & Washes, 
New York: Graham Gallery, 1970

Griffey, Randall R., Elizabeth Mankin Kornhauser, and Stephanie L. 
Herdrich, Thomas Hart Benton’s America Today, New York: 
Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin vol. LXXII, no. 3, Winter 2015 
Museum bulletin published to accompany the exhibition 
Thomas Hart Benton’s America Today Mural Rediscovered. 

Gruber, J. Richard, Thomas Hart Benton and the American South, 
Augusta, Georgia: Morris Museum of Art, 1998 
Published in conjunction with the exhibition On the Road with 
Thomas Hart Benton: Images of a Changing America. Includes 
32 illustrated works and an exhibition checklist of 78 works. 

Hubert Gallery, Thomas Hart Benton: Lithographs, New York: Hubert 
Gallery, 1989 
Exhibition catalogue including 14 illustrated works.

Adams, Henry, Thomas Hart Benton’s America, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
Kiechel Fine Art, 2009 
Gallery inventory publication including a checklist of 94 works 
by Benton and Grant Wood.

Exhibition catalogue for the 2015–16 exhibition American Epics: 
Thomas Hart Benton and Hollywood, which traveled to the 
Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts; The Nelson-Atkins 
Museum, Kansas City; Amon Carter Museum of American Art, Fort 
Worth; and Milwaukee Art Museum. © T.H. and R.P. Benton Trusts 
/ Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York
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La Farge, Henry A., Thomas Hart Benton: A Comprehensive Exhibition 
of Drawings, Watercolors, Oils and Temperas, New York: 
Graham Gallery, 1968 
Exhibition catalogue including an essay, artist’s biography, and 
checklist of 64 works.  

Lakeside Press Galleries, Catalog of a Loan Exhibition of Drawings and 
Paintings by Thomas Hart Benton, Chicago: Lakeside Press 
Galleries, 1937 
Exhibition catalogue including an evaluation of the artist and his 
work and a checklist of 74 works. The Lakeside Press Galleries, 
on the eighth floor of the Press’ corporate headquarters on the 
shore of Lake Michigan, opened in 1930 and were devoted to the 
exhibition of works of American and European artists until 1961. 

Louis Newman Galleries, Thomas Hart Benton: Paintings and Drawings, 
Beverley Hills, California: Louis Newman Galleries, 1990

Louis Newman Galleries, Thomas Hart Benton: Works on Paper, 
Beverley Hills, California: Louis Newman Galleries, 1991 
Exhibition catalogue including a checklist of 36 works. 

Maser, Edward A., Thomas Craven, and Thomas Hart Benton, Thomas 
Hart Benton, Lawrence, Kansas: The University of Kansas 
Museum of Art, 1958

Mazow, Leo G., Shallow Creek: Thomas Hart Benton and American 
Waterways, University Park, Pennsylvania: Palmer Museum of 
Art, The Pennsylvania State University, 2007 
Exhibition catalogue including an essay and a checklist of 33 
works, illustrated in color.

Schiller, Joyce K., Passion Politics Prohibition: Benton’s Bootleggers, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina: Reyolda House, Museum of 
American Art, 2002

Surovek, Clay, Andrew Thompson, and Henry Adams, Thomas Hart 
Benton: Mechanics of Form, Palm Beach: Surovek Gallery, 2019 
Exhibition catalogue with a short essay tracking Benton’s early 
interest in abstraction and its impact on his later works. Includes 
64 pages of works illustrated in color.

Surovek Gallery, Thomas Hart Benton, Palm Beach: Surovek Gallery, 2017 
Exhibition catalogue including 24 works illustrated in color. 

Wilson, Marc F. and Ellen R. Goheen, Thomas Hart Benton: An 
American Original, Kansas City, Missouri: Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art, 1989 
Includes a descriptive checklist of 88 works.

Weintraub, Linda, Matthew Baigell, Archie Green, and Alan Buechner, 
Thomas Hart Benton: Chronicler of America’s Folk Heritage, 
Annandale-on-Hudson, New York: Bard College, 1984 
Exhibition catalogue including three chapters of detailed 
scholarship and a checklist of 80 works. 

  Group Exhibitions

Arizona State University Art Museum, American Life & Lore: Thomas 
Hart Benton & the Associated American Artists from the Hugh 
Taylor Collection, Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University, 1989

Barr, Alfred H., Jr., Jean Zay, and A. Conger Goodyear, Trois Siècles 
d’art aux États-Unis, New York: Museum of Modern Art and 
Paris: Musée du Jeu de Paume, 1938 
Catalogue for the Museum of Modern Art’s first international 
exhibition which highlighted three centuries of American 
painting. Includes two works by Benton and brief notes 
identifying him as a pioneer of Modernism, a Regionalist, and a 
muralist. Written in French and English. 

Cahill, Holger, American Painting & Sculpture 1862–1932, New York: 
Museum of Modern Art and W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1932 
Exhibition catalogue for a loan exhibition including one work by 
Benton, illustrated. 

Levin, Gail, Synchromism and American Color Abstraction, 1910–1925, 
New York: George Braziller Inc. and the Whitney Museum of 
American Art, 1978 
Group exhibition catalogue including two works by Benton, 
illustrated in color.

Vivian Kiechel Fine Art, Thomas Hart Benton, George Catlin, John 
Steuart Curry, Lincoln, Nebraska: Vivian Kiechel Fine Art, 2001 
Group exhibition catalogue including 55 works by Benton 
illustrated in color. 

Alfred Eisenstadt, Coburn Gilman, Jackson Pollock, and Rita Benton at the 
Benton House on Martha’s Vineyard, 1937
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Whitney Museum of American Art, Second Biennial Exhibition of 
Contemporary American Painting, New York: Whitney Museum 
of American Art, 1934 
Catalogue for the second Whitney Biennial exhibition, which 
continues to take place today. One work by Benton is included 
in the checklist among other artists like Arthur Dove, Georgia 
O’Keeffe, Max Weber, and Edward Hopper. 

Wright, Willard Huntington, Christian Brinton, Robert Henri, W.H. de B. 
Nelson, Alfred Stieglitz, and John Weichsel, The Forum 
Exhibition of Modern American Painters, New York: Anderson 
Galleries, 1916

  General Reference

Adams, Henry, Tom and Jack: The Intertwined Lives of Thomas Hart 
Benton and Jackson Pollock, New York, Berlin, London: 
Bloomsbury Press, 2009 
A portrait of the relationship between Benton and his student 
Jackson Pollock exploring how their friendship changed 
American art.

Benton, Thomas Hart and Frank Lloyd Wright; Ronald J. Onorato, ed., 
Thomas Hart Benton, Frank Lloyd Wright: A Transcript of the 
Addresses and Exchanges Between Frank Lloyd Wright & 
Thomas Hart Benton, Providence, Rhode Island, November 11, 
1932, Williamstown: Williams College Museum of Art, 1985

Beradi, Marianne and Henry Adams, Under the Influence: The Students 
of Thomas Hart Benton, St. Joseph, Missouri: Albrecht-Kemper 
Museum of Art, 1993

Dennis, James M., Renegade Regionalists: The Modern Independence 
of Grant Wood, Thomas Hart Benton, and John Steuart Curry, 
Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1998 
An examination of the individual artist styles of Benton, Curry, 
and Wood, that argues against their generalization as 
Regionalists and highlights their modernist influences. 

Doss, Erica, Benton, Pollock, and the Politics of Modernism: From 
Regionalism to Abstract Expressionism, Chicago and London: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1991 
A revisionist study tracing the development of American art 
from Regionalism in the 1930s to Abstract Expressionism in the 
1940s. 

Frelik, Edyta, Painter’s Word: Thomas Hart Benton, Marsden Hartley 
and Ad Reinhardt as Writers, New York: Frankfurt am Main, 2016

Kroiz, Lauren, Cultivating Citizens: The Regional Work of Art in the New 
Deal Era, Oakland, California: University of California Press, 
2018 
An exploration of Regionalist art education programs and 
concepts of artistic labor with explicit focus on Benton, John 
Steuart Curry, and Grant Wood. 

Lewandowski, Stacia, Destinations West, Santa Fe: Zaplin | Lampert 
Gallery, 2024 
Gallery inventory publication including one work by Benton 
illustrated in color. 

  Articles

Adams, Henry, “Thomas Hart Benton and the South,” The Southern 
Quarterly, vol. 54, no. 2, Winter 2017, pp. 71–89

Baigell, Matthew, “Thomas Hart Benton in the 1920’s,” Art Journal, vol. 
29, no. 4, Summer 1970, pp. 422–429

Beer, Richard, “As They Are: The Man from Missouri,” Art News, 
January 6, 1934, p. 11.

Craven, Thomas, “Thomas Hart Benton,” Scribner’s Magazine, vol. 102, 
no. 4, October 1937, pp. 33–40

Forman Singer, Esther, “Thomas Hart Benton: Still Youthful at 85,” 
American Artist, November 1974, pp. 48–53, 98–100

Gallagher, Robert S., “Before the Colors Fade: An Artist in America,” in 
Oliver Jensen ed., American Heritage, vol. 24, no. 4, June 1973, 
pp. 40–48, 85–90, illus. in color

Hartford Courant, “Thomas Hart Benton Prefers Saloons to Museums as 
Home for His Art,” Hartford Courant, Connecticut, April 6, 1941, 
p. 16

Hartford Courant, “Date Set for Exhibit of Murals: Thomas Hart Benton 
to Attend Opening at Museum May 22,” Hartford Courant, 
Connecticut, May 6, 1954, p. 20C

Hartford Courant, “Thomas Hart Benton, 75, Muralist, Busy as Ever,” 
Hartford Courant, Connecticut, April 16, 1964, p. 10

Hartford Courant, “The Murals of Thomas Hart Benton,” Hartford 
Courant, May 24, 1987, p. K4

Tom and Jack: The Intertwined Lives of Thomas Hart Benton 
and Jackson Pollock, by Henry Adams (New York, Berlin, 
London: Bloomsbury Press, 2009)
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J.B.M., “Cradling Wheat by Thomas Hart Benton,” Bulletin of the City 
Art Museum of St. Louis, vol. 24, no. 1, January 1939, pp. 2–3

Jones, Robert F., “The Old Man and the River,” Sports Illustrated, vol. 
33, no. 6, August 10, 1970, pp. 28–34

Lake, Talbot, “Benton Portrays America as He Sees It,” Times, San 
Mateo, California, April 27, 1939, p. 12

Loh, Jules, “Artist Thomas Hart Benton Views Changing America,” 
Austin Statesman, Texas, March 15, 1970, p. F17

Luce, Henry R., ed., “Art,” Time, vol. 24, no. 26, December 24, 1934, pp. 
24–27

Luce, Henry R., ed., “Evolution of Thomas Hart Benton as an Artist: 
American Painter Shows Growth in Retrospective Exhibit,” Life, 
vol. 6, no. 17, April 24, 1939, pp. 70–71

Mattes, Merrill J., “On the Trail with Thomas Hart Benton,” Montana the 
Magazine of Western History, vol. 16, no. 3, Summer 1966, pp. 
6–22

News-Star, “Luckiest Ladies in U.S.—They Married the ‘Best’ 
Husbands,” News-Star, Monroe, Louisiana, February 19, 1940

Pickering, Ruth, “Thomas Hart Benton: On His Way Back to Missouri,” 
Arts and Decoration, vol. 42, no. 4, February 1935, pp. 15–20

Robinson, Francis, “About New Books, Benton: Artist Who Voices 
America,” Nashville Banner, Tennessee, October 24, 1937, p. 46

Selby, John, “Missouri’s Interpreter with a Brush: Thomas Hart Benton, 
Who Draws Practically Everything He Sees Is Important Leader 
in Back-To-The-Roots Movement Among American Painters,” 
Hartford Courant, Connecticut, May 15, 1938, p. SM8

Smithson, Rosemary, ed., “Thomas Hart Benton: An American 
Original,” Advertising Supplement to The STAR Magazine, 
Kansas City, Missouri, April 16, 1989, pp. 1–24

Swetnam, Jim, “Discovery of St. Lawrence River is Depicted by Thomas 
Hart Benton,” New York Times, May 17, 1957, p. 26

The Star’s Staff, “Honoring a Missouri Original,” Kansas City Star, 
February 12, 1989, pp. 1E, 6E

Van Brunt, Henry, “Artist in Kansas City: A Profile,” Kansas City Star, 
Missouri, October 16, 1938, p. 36

Wehrwein, Austin C., “Thomas Hart Benton Welcomed at Ozark 
Birthplace,” New York Times, May 13, 1962, p. 1

Los Angeles Times, “Renowned Missouri Artist, Thomas Hart Benton, 
Dies,” Los Angeles Times, California, January 20, 1975, p. A1

New York Times, “Thomas Hart Benton Dies; Painter of American 
Scene,” New York Times, January 20, 1975, p. 1

Parsons Sun, “Thomas Hart Benton is Dead at 85,” Parsons Sun, Kansas, 
January 20, 1975, p. 11

Washington Post, “Thomas Hart Benton,” Washington Post, January 21, 
1975, p. A14

Thomas Hart Benton and Harold Hedges canoe down the Buffalo River 
in the Ozarks and Benton later sips bourbon in photographs reproduced 
in “The Old Man and the River” by Robert F. Jones for Sports Illustrated, 
vol. 33, no. 6, August 10, 1970

A Life magazine review of Thomas Hart Benton’s 1939 retrospective 
exhibition at the William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art and Mary Atkins 
Museum of Fine Arts, Kansas City
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  Artist’s Own Words

Benton, Thomas Hart, “Form and Subject,” The Arts, vol. 5, June 1924, 
pp. 303–308

Benton, Thomas Hart, “Mechanics of Form Organization In Painting 
Part I-Part II,” The Arts, vol. 10, July–December 1926, pp. 
285–289, 340–342

Benton, Thomas Hart, “Mechanics of Form Organization In Painting 
Part III-Part V,” The Arts, vol. 11, January–June 1927, pp. 43–44, 
95–96, 145–148

Benton, Thomas Hart, “My American Epic in Paint,” Creative Art 3, 
December 1928, pp. 30–36

Benton, Thomas Hart, An Artist in America, New York: Robert M. 
McBride & Company, 1937 
Benton’s autobiography was first published in 1937 and 
contained 64 illustrations. At the time of publication, a special 
Missouri edition of the book was produced to acknowledge the 
fact that the artist was born in Missouri and had recently 
finished a major mural project for the capitol building in 
Jefferson City. Twice, Benton made revisions and additions, 
including the chapter, “After,” in 1951 and, “And Still After,” in 

1968. The 1983 fourth edition combined Benton’s text with a 
foreword and afterword by Matthew Baigell. 

Benton, Thomas Hart, “American Regionalism: A Personal History of the 
Movement,” University of Kansas City Review, vol. 18, Autumn 
1951, pp. 149, 167

Benton, Thomas Hart, An American in Art: A Professional and Technical 
Autobiography, Lawrence, Manhattan, Wichita, London: 
University Press of Kansas, 1969 
Benton’s second, illustrated autobiography which focuses on his 
development as an artist. 

Benton, Thomas Hart; Matthew Baigell, ed., A Thomas Hart Benton 
Miscellany: Selections from his Published Opinions 1916–1960, 
Lawrence, Manhattan, and Wichita: The University Press of 
Kansas, 1971

  Archives

Associated American Artists Galleries Records, Special Collections 
Research Center, Syracuse University Libraries, New York 
Includes articles, exhibition catalogues, photographs, and 
reproductions related to Benton’s involvement with the 
Galleries. 

Associated American Artists Records, c. 1934-1983, Archives of 
American Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. 
Includes correspondence and receipts from the 1960s and 70s 
regarding Benton prints sold by the Associated American 
Artists Galleries.

John Weichsel Papers Concerning the People’s Art Guild, 1905-1965, 
Bulk 1905-1929, Archives of American Art, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. 
Includes administrative records, correspondence with Benton, 
writings, notes, financial records, artworks, and printed material.

Thomas Hart Benton Papers, 1906-1975, Archives of American Art, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. 
Includes microfilm reels of biographical material, 
correspondence, notes, manuscript material, and sketches. 
Originals in possession of Thomas Hart Benton and Rita P. 
Benton testamentary trusts.

Two paintings by Thomas Hart 
Benton in Time magazine, vol. 
24, no. 26, December 24, 1934. 
This issue, which featured a self-
portrait by Benton on the cover, 
launched the artist to national fame 
and defined him as a leader of 
Regionalism.
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our upcoming programs by visiting  
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Cover: Thomas Hart Benton, 1941. Photo by 
Sylvia Salmi/Bettmann via Getty Images


